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Event Waste Guide
Plan a clean, litter-free event!
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Why borrow Clearstreams?

Clearstreams are convenient, portable stands used for setting up temporary waste stations.  They help you run a clean, litter-free event by making collecting garbage and recycling from your guests easy. Also, recycling at events is required by State law, RCW 70.93.093.

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/eventrecycling/
Use the buddy system!  

Always pair a garbage and recycling Clearstream side by side.  This improves convenience for your guests and helps you get the right materials in the right bin.  
How many Clearstreams should I borrow?

Look at a map of your event.  Plan to place Clearstreams in areas where guests will want to dispose of items.  Mark each location on your map and count the number of Clearstreams needed.  

·  Place Clearstreams near restrooms, exits, and areas where food and drink are consumed.

· Well-placed, highly visible waste stations will help your guests easily dispose of their waste and allow you to borrow less Clearstreams overall.  

· Point out waste stations to guests during announcements.  And, promote the recycling and sustainable efforts of your event!

How many bags do I need?

· Each bag holds 55 gallons of material.
· Consider the packaging and serviceware you and your vendors will provide and the anticipated attendance for your event.  Then, calculate in gallons the total waste your event will produce.
I think I need more than 25 bags.

· Reduce the number bags you need by serving food and drink using durable containers or encourage guests to bring their own reusable water bottles and cups. 
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Reuse your bags. If you will have dumpsters on site, ask your volunteers/staff to empty the bags in to the dumpster and then replace the same bag in the Clearstream.

· You may order additional bags from www.clearstreamrecycling.com or from Bennett Paper and Supply http://www.bennettpaper.com/ , 360-693-2553. (40”x46”, 1.3 mil black and 43”x48”, 2.0 mil clear).  
Picking up Clearstreams

Come at your scheduled appointment time to pick up Clearstreams at 12115 NE 99th ST #1830.  Check in with reception upon arrival.
5 of each Clearstream fit in the trunk of a car.

10 of each Clearstream fit in an SUV with the seats folded down.

15 of each Clearstream fit in the bed of a truck with a cargo net.
Clearstreams weigh 8.5 lbs each.
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Garbage Clearstreams
· Use a black or gray bag in the garbage Clearstream.

· Toss in: paper plates, napkins, paper coffee and water cups, plastic cups, plastic utensils, “compostable” corn plastic utensils, snow cone cups, wrappers, plastic bags, and food. 
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Recycling Clearstreams

· Use a clear bag in the recycling Clearstream.

· Toss in: plastic bottles and aluminum cans.  

· Cardboard may be collected separately. 

[image: image12.jpg]YA




Reduce Waste

Plan ahead with the types materials you’ll use for serving food and drink. 

· Promote durables.  Try encouraging guests to bring their own water bottles or cups.  Encourage vendors to offer cup discounts.  Offer commemorative cups (and a collection area for guests who decide against keeping their cup so they can be donated later for reuse).
· Choose recyclables.  Serve beverages in recyclable bottles and cans.  Encourage your vendors to do the same.
· Ban bags.  Ask your vendors not to hand out plastic bags.  Consider paper or reusable bags.
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Run a clean event.
· Have a team to set up and take down Clearstreams.

· Assign volunteers/staff to monitor Clearstreams during the event.  When bags fill, take them to your dumpsters/drop-boxes or to a designated vehicle if you are self-hauling waste to a transfer station.  
· If your event is at a public park with permanent garbage and recycling containers (like Esther Short Park or Turtle Place), you will need to change the bags in these as well.
· Assign volunteers/staff to pick up litter.

· Use signs for your waste stations and have volunteers/staff help the guests use the right bin.
Remove Waste from the Event Site
· Dumpster and drop-box hauling service is available through Waste Connections.  

Contact customer service at 866-892-9269 for pricing information or to place an order.  
· Garbage and recycling can also be taken to a transfer station for disposal.  Find out rates and hours: http://www.co.clark.wa.us/recycle/disposal/selfhaul.html.

· West Van: 6601 NW Old Lower River Rd, (360) 737-1727

· Central Transfer and Recycling Center: 11034 NE 117th Avenue, (360) 256-8482

· Washougal Transfer Station: 4020 South Grant Street, (360) 835-2500

· Events at Esther Short Park may reserve the dumpsters on site through the City of Vancouver.
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Returning the Clearstreams

Come at your scheduled appointment time to return Clearstreams at 12115 NE 99th ST #1830.  Check in with reception upon arrival.
Please clean the Cleastream lids before returning.  Use a damp rag to wipe down lids.

How can I get my own Clearstreams?

Grants are available for your own fleet of Clearstreams or other waste receptacles through Keep America Beautiful.  The grant is usually open in February each year.  Grant info: http://bingrant.org/
Clearstreams can also be purchased from www.clearstreamrecycling.com.
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Food-only Composting 

Composting for food scraps is available to event planners that attend a planning meeting with Waste Connections staff, dedicate volunteers or staff to managing food waste collection at the event, and purchase food waste hauling service.  

Questions
For questions about managing event waste and sustainable event planning, contact 
Melissa at 360-449-8394, melissajo@wcnx.org.
Clearstream Loan Form
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Clearstreams are available to borrow for community events held in Clark County.  Please submit your request two weeks in advance.  Waste Connections will contact you to confirm your reservation.

	Contact Name:
	     
	Event Name:
	     

	Organization:
	     
	Event Date:
	     

	Phone:
	     
	Event Location:
	     

	Email:
	     
	Estimated Attendance:
	     


Clearstream Appointments

Pick up and return Clearstreams at 12115 NE 99th ST #1830.  Check in with reception upon arrival.
	Pick up 
	Day:  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mon    FORMCHECKBOX 
Tues    FORMCHECKBOX 
Thurs    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fri
	Time:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
9 a.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 p.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 p.m.
	Date:
	     

	Return        
	Day:       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mon    FORMCHECKBOX 
Tues    FORMCHECKBOX 
Thurs    FORMCHECKBOX 
 Fri
	Time:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
9 a.m.   FORMCHECKBOX 
 1 p.m.    FORMCHECKBOX 
 4 p.m.
	Date:
	     


	Requested Supplies 

	Garbage
	# of Clearstreams (Max 15): 
	       
	# of bags (Max 25): 
	     

	Recycling
	# of Clearstreams (Max 15): 
	       
	# of bags (Max 25): 
	     


Tip: Always pair garbage and recycling Clearstreams side by side.
How will you dispose of the waste after your event?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I am ordering dumpsters/drop-boxes through Waste Connections.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I am reserving the City’s dumpsters at Esther Short Park.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I will take the garbage and recycling to a transfer station.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  I have made another arrangement.  Explain:      
Initial

_____I understand I will be charged $50 per lost or damaged Clearstream.
______________________________________________
         __________

Signature







Date






Fill in at Pick Up Appointment


_____I picked up ____ Clearstreams w/  ____ lids (recycling) and  ____ Clearstreams, w/ ___ lids (garbage).


_____I was provided a tip sheet and demonstration on setting up Clearstreams and installing the bags.


Fill in at Return Appointment


_____I cleaned the Cleastreams before returning. (Wipe down lids with a damp rag).


_____I returned ____ Clearstreams w/ ____ lids (recycling) and  ____ Clearstreams, w/ ___ lids (garbage).








Please send completed form by mail or email.





Waste Connections of Washington, Inc.


Attn: Clearstream Loan


12115 NE 99th ST #1830


Vancouver, Washington 98682


Email:  Melissajo@wcnx.org





Phone:  360-449-8394








Assign volunteers to monitor waste stations, change bags, and help guests.





Picking up 5 garbage and 5 recycling Clearstreams.





Garbage Clearstream 








Recycling Clearstream 








Disposal option: Haul waste to a transfer station.





Disposal option: Order dumpster service or reserve dumpsters at Esther Short Park.








